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to report himself at the proper place when ordered to do so. If this view of the case be correct, then we beg leave still further to represent, and to urge in extenuation, as follows: that this was the result of misunderstanding; that Mr. Hudson on being ordered to report at his regimental headquarters went directly to Colonel Serrell, who was then in New York, to obtain information where the said headquarters were; that he could get no clear information from him, and supposed that in so reporting to him he had in substance obeyed orders; that he was then induced to return to be with his wife who was then dangerously ill, and had been so since the death of his son, whose dying bed he had but just left; that he was then taken severely ill himself, and therefore tendered his resignation, assigning as a reason for it continued and obstinate ill health, and that the said resignation was received and forwarded by his Colonel; that he was subsequently ordered peremptorily to report to Maj. Gen. Butler, and was then and there, on the day of his arrival at Gen'l. Butler's headquarters, arrested and imprisoned as described, notwithstanding that his errors were those of ignorance, inadvertence, and perplexity, aggravated by the pressure of severe domestic distress and affliction, and by heavy sickness and weakness of body.
We would also represent, that Mr. Hudson is a man already considerably past tie prime of life; that his health is feeble; and that in our judgment there is little probability that he can long endure the rigors and privations of his present position. We lay these facts before you with full confidence that they will meet your earliest attention, and in the hope that a harmless and suffering man may speedily be relieved from a punishment which is in our judgment unexampled in proportion to the extent and nature of the offence.
We have the honor to remain
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